* April 19, 1996

We’ve grown used to President Clinton
coopting as his own such Republican
initiatives as the line-item veto, budg-
et cutting, and calls for an end to the
era of big government.

I guess that now, as the November
elections approach, it should come as
no surprise that we can now also look
forward to President Clinton’s rhetoric
far outpacing his performance in the
foreign policy arena and for him to in-
creasingly take credit for the hard
work of others.

————
VIOLENCE IN LEBANON

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my deep concern re-
garding the most recent violence in
Lebanon. I have immediately con-
tacted the Clinton administration and
urged them in the strongest possible
terms to do everything in the power of
the United States to cease the hos-
tilities between Israel and Hezbollah in
Lebanon. Many innocent civilian men,
women, and children have been Kkilled
and there have been thousands of refu-
gees who have been forced to flee their
homes.

The Arab-American community,
many who have family and friends in
Lebanon, have communicated to me
first-hand accounts of the recent vio-
lence and tragedy. The most disturbing
fact is the great loss of civilian lives,
especially the children. These deaths,
no matter where they occur, are al-
ways tragic.

To help us immediately address the
plight of these innocent victims, I have
requested emergency assistance for the
Lebanese civilians and refugees from
the Department of State, the Agency
for International Development, and the
Department of Defense. The Lebanese
are in need of food, medicine, water,
emergency electric generators, beds,
and other necessities. Mr. President, I
am hopeful that my colleagues will
support this request for aid and I am
hopeful that this administration will
use all of American’s influence to cease
the fighting in Lebanon immediately.

———

PRAISING THE LATE SENATOR
EDMUND MUSKIE

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, the
death of Ed Mudkie marks a deep per-
sonal loss for me, and a loss for our Na-
tion. Senator Muskie was a close per-
sonal friend and leader in both the Sen-
ate and our national political scene. As
a young man, I can remember my ad-
miration for his integrity and dedica-
tion when I served as a midwestern
State coordinator for his Presidential
campaign in 1972. In the Senate he was
the leader in urging creation of a Sen-
ate Budget Committee so the Chamber
would have a committee with a board
overview of the budget process. In this
time of public concern over the Federal
budget, it is important we remember
that as the first chairman of the Budg-
et Committee, Senator Muskie warned
the Congress and the Nation of the
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need to balance our Federal budget to
protect America’s future. Those of us
who serve on the committee today are
still mindful of the foresight he
showed, and are working to see that his
legacy is fulfilled. Americans of this
generation also owe a debt to the
former Senator from Maine for his vi-
sion and his tireless efforts in awak-
ening Congress and the Nation to the
critical importance of enacting com-
prehensive laws to protect our Nation’s
environment for future generations.
Our Nation owes him a deep debt of
gratitude we can never repay.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Thomas, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:45 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the following resolution:

H. Res. 406. Resolution in tribute to Sec-
retary of Commerce Ronald H. Brown and
other Americans who lost their lives on
April 3, 1996, while in service to their coun-
try on a mission to Bosnia.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. CHAFEE, from the Committee on
Environment and Public Works, without
amendment:

S. 1422. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to acquire property in the town
of East Hampton, Suffolk County, New York,
for inclusion in the Amagansett National
Wildlife Refuge, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 104-255).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BUMPERS:

S. 1688. A bill to establish a National Cen-
ter for Rural Law Enforcement, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. GRAMM (for himself and Mrs.
HUTCHISON):

S. 1689. A bill to provide regulatory fair-
ness for crude oil producers, and to prohibit
fee increases under the Hazardous Materials
Transportation Act without the approval of
Congress; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DOLE (for Mr. NICKLES (for
himself, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. DOLE, Mr.
DASCHLE, Mr. LoTT, Mr. FORD, Mr.
ABRAHAM, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ASHCROFT,
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. BRADLEY, Mr. BREAUX,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. BUMPERS,
Mr. BURNS, Mr. BYRD, Mr. CAMPBELL,
Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. COATS, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. CoHEN, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. COVER-
DELL, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. D’AMATO, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. DoDD, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr.
DORGAN, Mr. EXON, Mr. FAIRCLOTH,
Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
FRIST, Mr. GLENN, Mr. GORTON, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. GRAMM, Mr. GRAMS, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. GREGG, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. HATFIELD, Mr. HEF-
LIN, Mr. HELMS, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mrs.

HUTCHISON, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. JOHNSTON, Mrs. KASSE-
BAUM, Mr. KEMPTHORNE, Mr. KEN-

NEDY, Mr. KERREY, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
KoHL, Mr. KYL, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MACK, Mr. McCAIN,
Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms.
MOSELEY-BRAUN, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr.
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NUNN,
Mr. PELL, Mr. PRESSLER, Mr. PRYOR,

Mr. REID, Mr. ROBB, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. ROTH, Mr. SANTORUM,
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.

SIMON, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. SMITH, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. STEVENS,
Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THOMPSON, Mr.
THURMOND, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
WELLSTONE, and Mr. WYDEN)):

S. Res. 249. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate on the anniversary of the
Oklahoma City bombing; considered and
agreed to.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BUMPERS:

S. 1688. A bill to establish a National
Center for Rural Law Enforcement, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

THE NATIONAL RURAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT

OF 1996

e Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, I am
introducing the National Rural Law
Enforcement Act of 1996. This bill is
not very complicated. It establishes a
National Center for Rural Law En-
forcement, to provide rural police and
sheriff departments with the training
they need to meet the demands of mod-
ern rural law enforcement.

Consider a few facts and figures
about rural crime and law enforce-
ment:

One third of all Americans live in
rural areas.

Ninety percent of the law enforce-
ment agencies in our country serve
populations of 25,000 or fewer citizens.
Three quarters of those departments
serve fewer than 10,000 citizens.

Crime in rural communities has risen
more than 35 percent during the last
decade.
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